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HISTORIC AVERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY

Address:

Present Qwnen
and_Occupant:

INSTITUTION

FOR SAVINGS

HABS No. MASS-684

Northeast corner of Willism and Second Streets,

New Bedf0¢d

Johnson's, xnc

New Bedford, \

Automonile paris sales and ma

PART I,

Bristol uounty

ssachusetuQ

)

Emassachuoettb

¥illiam and Second SUPQLES,

chine shov

A compercial bullding erected at the peak of
New Bedford's prosperity, which is & vare extant

exenple of Italien Renalssance influence on mldu
nineteenth century Zmerican a;ch?tectuAe.

HISTORICAL INFOREATION

L. Physical History

1.

3,

b

Original and subsegquent owpers:
the New Bedford Institution for Savings.
1950 used by the Third District Cowrdt,

to about 1240 or.

presumebly owned by

then purchased by
interview with &r.

Date of erection:

Archibeetd:

Originally built for

Teom 1897

the Commonwealih of HMassachusetts,
aohnson s, Inc./4. Downing abutracts,

Johnson

1853 [A Downing abstracits,p. 9.

Russell [jarren [fbid.ﬂ7.

=

7

In my opinion, some doubt is cast on this atiribution

by the preseuce of a nearly identical facade in Providence,
Fhode Islend, on the Providence Institution for Savings,

erected in 1854, C. G. and J.
John Hutchins Cady, The Civic end Archibectural Develop-

R.:Hell, =srchitects dee

pent of Providence (Pr0v1dencc, R, 1.: The Book, Shop,

1957), pp. 124-126,/. -

Originel plans, const
was 2 single large rcom, with a wing avtached &t the rear

ruction, ete.:

ey - L 7
/fron observation /.

Notes on ziterations and additions:

appears very little aliered,

The mzin poriion

Original building .

“except for paneling added

on interior resr wall when adapted for a2 court of law,
Two esdditions were made to the rear at an undet e;mlned
vime /from observation /.
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6. Important old views: An undated stereo peir, unnamed
photographer, in the possession of the Hew Bedford Free
Public Iibrary, shows the south and west fronisof the
uilding as they appeer now, bubl with the nane, "Institubion
for Savings,”™ in the panel on the fscade. This photograph
must anteda e the comnversion of the uuild ng to a Court.

7. Sources of informeiicn: Anboinetie F. powning, Report
on_the Historical and Architectural lerdit of the Buildings
in or near tg; Area bebween Union and g;lllan Hamilton

- Streets and Acushned Avenue and the lsterfron: in New
Bedford, Massschusebis (Wew Bedford: City Plenning De-
- pertment, 1961), p. 9.

Likely Sources Not Yet Investigated: Hecords of the Third
Distrlct Court, iassachusetts.

PART II. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATICH
A, General Statement

1. Architectural character: A monumental benk bullding of
the mid-ninetbeenth century, now deteriorased, unaltered
. g except for the addition of reer wings, which incorporales
' Italian Rensissance details on the exterior and Greek
Revival deteils on the interior.

2. Condition of fshric: The struciurce sppears sound. Liuch
of the exterior sandstone hag weatheired snd the swrface
flaked off. Interiocr £inish has deteriorated, aad in
places the nlaster is coming off the celiling of the main
banking roomn.

B. “echniecal Desecripiion of ixterior
1. Qverall dimensions; Main portion approximately 32°
wide by 51' long; rear wing epproximately Z4' long by
30" wide-~these dimensiens refer to the original building.
The facade freonts south. One story.

Grenite asshlar, in form of 2 cleassic podium.
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Wall consiruciion: B;icc. The wnits are characteristic

of early ninetzenth cenbury MHew Bedford worl, fairly :

hard and uniform,. 1 id wiih 176" So 3 l’“ joints. Bricis
are 7" bo 7 127 1 3 1/2% to 3 5/87 x 2 1/8%. The entire
scuth fronl ig of ssndsione asnlar.
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4. Porches, giocpz: On the south front ig a complex treat-
ment leadins to bthe entrence, The fLoundation podium ex-
tends as a solid ralling, flanking a monumental granite
gtairway.




At the south side of the building, in the reentrent -emgl\.
- between i1t and an added wing, is a small porch sheltering
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hoove it appears the sandstone balushrades of {wo bal-
conies--one &l each {ront window. The effect resembles
a terrace, but it 1s not floored.

a secondary entirance. It has granite sieps and floor,
and one wooden Docice column with enfablature.

Openings: Trim of doors and windows is of sandstone.

@, Doorways and doors:. Mein enitrance doorwey is
centered on gsouth front; it has moulded jambs
and & pediment with consoles.

b, Windows: The two fronit windows resemble the door-
wey, but have siraight cornices insiead of a ped-
iment over them, Windows on the east and west side
walls-~three on each--have a rather blocky cornice
over them. Janbs sre plain. Double hung wood

sasgh, six lisht over six Llight. No shutters.

Foof':

a. Shape, covering: Gabled; now covered with composi-
tion roofing, Pitch is fairly low.

b, Cornice, ecves: 4 full classic entaplature serves
ag cornice to the bullding. It ceryies ecross the
south front as a pediment, but on the north end is
merely returned at the corners. The cornice, frieze,
and erchitrave arve each of one course of sandstone.

¢, Dormers, cupolas: None,

Technical Description of Interiors

1.

o]

Floor vlans: iain paqt of original buildings is a
single room, with & smgller room in the north wing.
Two edditions appesr to have been mede et the east and
north of this wing,; they form 2 single space today,

Nell and ceiiding
in form of a2 sa
viood lath is vi
cone loose.

findsh: Plasgter, painted. <Lfeiling is
mental barrel vaulu. with lerge coffers,
ible in pleaces where celling plaster has

)
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Trim: Plaster cornice in main room, with Greek details
made up of cornice and archiirave--no frieze,

Findow trin is of wood, wide and culte heevy, ergsselted
and battered,
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Thig building is at The northesst corner of a dovmntown
city block, at the sidewalk line. There is no enclosure.

Prepared by Herley J. lcKee, Architect
' Nationel Poxrlk Service
August 1961




